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1 INTRODUCTION 


Until 11 January 2021, Holy Mother Church juridically al- 
lowed only lay men to be instituted as lectors and acolytes, 
without requiring them to be clerics (can. 230, §1). In practice, 
however, these ministries still continue to be used mostly as 
steps before the admission of a candidate to the diaconate 
or priesthood. Can. 230, §1 was the only canon in this title, 
i.e., the obligations and rights of the lay members of Christ’s 
faithful (cann. 224-231), that distinguished between men and 


women.' Consequently, no women could be instituted as 7" 
ibed li- 


tor or acolyte in a stable manner through the prescribe 
turgical rite, though they were indeed receiving and carrying 
out this ministry on a temporary basis where the needs of the 
Church require and ministers are not available (can. 230, §§ 
2.3). 


can. 230, $1, mention “lay people” 
§1 mentions only “lay men, 





| All the canons under this title, except . 
(laici which includes men and women). Can. 230, 


(viri laici) which excludes women. 
2 G. Incitti, I popolo di Dio. 


ugualianza 2 diversita (Vatican City: 


struttura giuridica fondamentale 
pba i 2007), 99. 


Urbaniana University Press, 
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the Amazon to promote and confer ministries 


and women... It is the Church of baptized men 
en that we must consolidate by promoting min- 
above all, an awareness of baptismal dignity” 


Church in 


for men 
and wom 
istries and, 
(Final Document, n. 95).° 


therefore, easily infer that the modification in the 
tioned canon is necessatily and urgently carried 
the emphasis laid down in the recent Spe- 


cial Assembly of the Synod of Bishops 
times, there have been requests 


Region. Moreover, in recent 
formulated by experts asking for the revision of this norm 
of can. 230, §1, since ae facto these same ministries are being 


performed already by women (readings, distribution of com- 
munion, etc.). The co-responsibility of all the baptized in the 
Church, in particular that of laity is so significant that they, 
with their charisms and diverse gifts, can contribute to the 
good of the communities and to the mission of the Church. 
Therefore, the emphasis laid down by the Holy Father Pope 
Francis and the final synodal document, Onerida Amazonia on 
2. February 2020 led to the modification of can. 230, §1 which 
had juridically and originally established the teaching of Min- 
isteria Quaedam, reserving the ministries of Lector and Acolyte 
only to men. 


3 THE MODIFICATIO 


cation brought out by 
0, §1 read: 


age and qualifications estab- 


One can, 
above-men 
out in response to 


N OF CAN. 230, §1 


Prior to the modifi the Holy Father 


Pope Francis, Can. 23 


men who possess the 


Lay 
lished by decree of the conference of bishops can be 
admitted on 4 stable basis through the prescribed litur- 


_ 
3 L’osservatore Romano, No. 3, 15 January 2021, p. 6; cf.http://www. 
Ma ie alsynodidocuments/re_synod_doc,_20191026_sinode 


vatican.va/ro 
html. 


amazzonia_€n. 
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gical rite to the ministries of lector and acolyte N 
theless, the conferral of these ministries does Never 
them the tight to obtain 


the Church.4 


support or remuneration ftom 


women. 


Lay persons who Possess the q 


lL ; 
Can. 230, §1: “Viri laici, qui aetate dotibusque 
decreto Statutis, Per ritum liturgicum praes 
ect olythi stabiliter assumi possunt; quae tamen 
wane Confert ad sustentationem remunera 
* Book II bligati i 
a 1gations 
Christ’s Faithful (can. 224-23] ° iene 
i. ‘OsServatore Romano, N 


Pollent Episcoporum 
criptum ad Ministeria 
ministeriorum Collatio 
tionemve ab Ecclesia 


f the Lay Members of 


ministeria lectoris et acolythi stabilit 
er 
ne » quae tamen Ministeriorum collatio eisdem ius non Confert ad 
€ntationem remunerationemve ab Ecclesia praestandam.” 
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ceptual clar- 
: btedly requires con 
this type undou : erstand the 
. = : . the term ‘ministry ie! ” ° en relevance. 
ance endment, its juridical implications 
recent am , 


‘MINISTRY’ 
4.1 THE MEANING OF THE TERM MIN 


in hi ic Exhortation 
Pope Francis in his Apostolic E 7 
og adien affirmed the rae fhe 7 - 
id vat i d charisms’ in the 7 P 
re ‘of the oar of Baptism, Confirmation ree 
aeE of al distin ishes between gifts of grace, oo ea 
(cha 7 d Services (“diakoniat” — “minister ye = 
apes aa ecclesiae (tradition of the a see pub. 
eiaticene hich the charisms assume when 7 aa 
vin sea “d in view of the community and pies mee a 
gb amano are called miniseries. Evie en 
} i . ° e 
explains ministry 7 te bores “gift of the ee 
for ezrin Ch dans with a function in the roe Spirit."° 
os ragerreeene as a service which is 4 g} 
is to be 


: . e O f 
os “the public activity dag 
? fines ministry ae the Spirit's 
peers are of Jesus Christ flowing from 
a baptize 
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hari bes 
charism and an individual personality on behalf 
Oo 


ss t f , 
dom 
of 


4.2 TYPES OF ‘MINISTRIES? 


when a ministry origin 


the Sacred Order ; 
bishop, —_ a a it refers to the “ or Haines! “rament, ie, 
idbdindesicn St and the deacon, who Ministries of th. 
e Church by virtue of cn perform cettain 
iro 


and entru 
St 
ed through a NONn-sacramental 


: ; and ac | 
dained/instituted we 
S. 


have assumed diverse 
_ ess, the distinction be- 

ained/instituted) and “ 
femained intact 


(non- 
Of- 


I 
T. 0° 
1983), a2 Theology of Min 


12 72 istry (Mahw 
* osservatore Romano, N eoeg Jersey: Paulist Press 
» NO. 3 : ? 


15 January 2021, 5. 





The Amendment in Can. 230, §1 


101 
_ 13 Expressions such as baptismal/common priesthood and 
ained / ministerial priesthood are used in order to highlight 
che above-mentioned difference. “For some time now, it has 
heen customary tO ase the word ministries not only for the 
officia (officies) and non-ordained (functions) munera exercised 
in virtue of the sacrament of Orders, but also for 
ised by the lay faithful in virtue of their baptismal 
14 Lumen Gentinm no. 10 enunctates that both are 
cipating in the one priesthood of Christ in 
his/her own way. Therefore, every ministry instituted must 
be appreciated for its inttinsic value and not simply because 
it fills the vacuum caused by the scarcity of clerical vocations. 
The lay ministers are not called to act simply as substitutions 
for the delegation of execution of that which is proper to 
the clerics but to an exercise of ecclesiastical office which is 
proper to them and thus allows them to respond to their fun- 


damental vocation.” 

5 A QUICK GLANCE AT FO 
OF CAN. 230, §1 

5.1 FonTES OF CaN. 230, §1 


Ouaedam'* 
lemented by the CIC 19 


fically nos. 2, 3, 4, rp 


by pastors 
those exere 
priesthood. 
interrelated, parti 


NTES AND SCHEMA 


introduced a disciplinary 
83.’ The 
12 of the 


Motu proprio Ministeria 
reform, subsequently imp 
sources of can. 230 are spect 
Motu Proprio Ministenia QOuaedam. 


ober 2009), 





c Letter, Omnium in mentem (26 Oct 


13 Benedict XVI, Apostoli 
gust 1997), in AAS 


in AAS 102 (2010): 10, art. Z 
14 Jobn Paul Il, Instruction, Ecclesia de Mysterio (13 Au 
89 (1997): 861-862. 
Is A. Rayappan, “Involvement of Laity in the Teaching Office of the 
Church,” in Canonical Studies 32 (2018): 96. 
16 Paul VI, Motu Proprio, Ministeria Qua 


64 (1972): 529-534. 
17. Sabbarese, Canon Law. An Overview (Vatican 


_ Press, 2017), 69. 


adam (15 August 1972), in AAS 
City: Urbamiana 


INDIAN THEOLOGICAL STUDIES " 
of lector and acolyte to “laymen” was the bone 
tion.” The coetus studioruy was unable to teach a 
include women in the stably instituted ministrie 
tor and acolyte. In the discussion, Mons. Secretary Poseg 
the question whether ministries should be instituted o+ Con. 
ferred on women as well; but such a decision could Not be 
taken without first consulting the Sacred Congregation for 
Worship. The first consultor preferred the text as it was With 
the €xpression, ‘laymen’ (viri Jaic’) and not just ‘lay’ (4aicz) Which 


of CONntep. 
decision to 
S such ag lec. 


istties of lector and acolyte by 
and the final text Promulgated 
women in the above-mentioned 


virtue of Ministerig Quaedanf” 
in CIC 1983 was devoid of 
ministries, 


——$—$—_ 
*4 Second Report of the CLSA Task Force on Schema Canonum, Libri I, 
p. 42. 


= Communicationes 13 (1981), 321. 
® Ibid., “Mons. Segretario pone qui la questione di altri ministri da istituirsi 
© da conferirsj anche alle donne, ma non Si 
Congregazione 
’é con l’espressione ‘ 


€ donne. II terzo consultore nota che la S. 
Congregazione Per il culto non h ria, pertanto 


om’é. Non c’é bisogno quindi di consultare la S. 
(1982), 177: “§1 deleantur verba ‘Viri’... R. 


est, quia in hac § agitur de collatione ministerium 
Tvatur (M.P. Ministeria Quaedam, n. Vit)...” 
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AND ACOLYTE: No LONGER MINor ORDERs 
4 Lecror 
: eee ders 

™ C1917, lector and acolyte were minor or 


in CI ; This implied 
Accor d ety to priestly candidate in ee datas r F 
reserved O ho were aspiring to become 

those W 
that only 


s ordination (can. 949 of GIG 
receive men anes an considered to be a cleric from 
mee eae the minor orders such as porter, lector, rel 
RS cies hich were conferred subsequently, were also 
conser pei articipation of the sacred order or ny ae 
ae. ae line with the Second Vatican mene - ‘A 
° png Mee ostolic letter given as motu propto - 7 
de 28 - the need for recognizing the oo “ 
Quai r lve them more directly in = missic _ 
—_— A . d these “minor orders,” aril 

es ok de times. As mentioned in ey AO 

pies tend gin adaptation, however, ee pwebora 

aie aoe —. “ vatore of the Church, 
ed as : 

ofthe eae rep pares of Truth to respond to 

always calle 


ion.” The 
; elation. 
. dience to Rev 

era, in obe iction of the no- 
~ ee - «Paul VI entailed the npr The other 
é oO “ . 
adaptation ° Wa to deacon, priests an e now to be called 
tion of cleric © - as lector and acolyte and minor orders, 
su laymen : 
v7 31 entrusted 10 Or pressed by Motu propnio 
t 


minor orders, 
as “ministries arcis 
such as porter and &% 


ma 1. 
Ministeria Quaeda - afinisteria Qua 
Tr Paul VI, Motu Proprio Lector, Exo 


29 Minor orders rs, cf. G. 
minor orders, Clergy, 
pares “aly of the Dioos2" salas 
Spiritua . can.va/content/ 
55-71. -//press.Vatl 


72), 529-534. 
2dam (15 August 19 fe 
serge Acolyte. To Sad 
‘iocesan Priest: The Nature 
INC, 1964), 


tampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/ 


: ; icae 87 (1973): 
[2b-htm! aedam,” in Ephemerides Liturgi 
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spat they can contribute, each according to _ bene con- 
jition and office, to the fulfilment of the body of Christ (can. 
208)2* The Second Vatican Council had already reiterated this 
sacramental basis found in Christian ministries, stating that 
“fom the fact of their union with Christ, the head, flows the 
laymen’s right and duty to be apostles. Inserted as they ate 
‘a the Mystical Body of Christ by baptism and strengthened 
by the power of the Holy Spirit in confirmation, it is by the 
Lord Himself that they are assigned to the apostolate.””” It 
is, therefore, due to the baptismal privilege that one 1s invit- 
ed fandamentally to ministry.** A consolidated practice in the 
Latin Church has also confirmed that these lay ministries, be- 
ing based on the Sacrament of Baptism, may be entrusted to 


all the faithful who are suitable. 


7A GLIMPSE AT THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN TRIA 
MUNERA 


Though the Code does not explicitly designate the fia munera 

(threefold functions) only to women, the terms such as “lay 

petsons” or “persons” include both woman and men. The 
principle of equality affirmed in can. 208 by virtue of baptism 
leads to the incorporation into Christ and participation in tria 
munera Christi? The following are some of the important ca- 
nonical provisions where men and women have equal rights 
to carry out the fa munera ad normam 1urts. 





36D. Salachas, L. Sabbarese, Chierici e ministero sacro nel Codice latino e 
orientale. Prospettive interecclesiali (Vatican City: Urbaniana University Press, 


2004), 43. 


37 4A. no. 3; LG. no. 33 . 
“fe ences N. Herzog, A. Scola (ed.), J diritti fondamentali del Cristiano 


j2ta } ionale di Diritto 
hiesa e nella Societa, Atti del IV Congresso internaziona 
Ce ae 6-11 October 1980 (Milano: Giuffre Editore, 1981), 221- 


a C. Lara, “Some General Reflections on the Rights and Duties of the 
Christian Faithful,” in Studia Canonica 20 (1986): 31; G. Ghirlanda, “Il 
Jaico nella Chiesa secondo il nuovo codice di diritto canonico,” in La Civilta 


Cattolica 3 (1983): 531. 
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7.1 TEacuinc OFFICE 


ay people in 

S0vernance) is g §teat innovation 
(can. 129, §2). Lay Petsons who are Suited can be admitted 
to certain ecclesiastical o 


*perts and/or advj- 
» §2 and May exercise the Office of 

chancellor or vice chancellor in the diocesan curia (can. 482) 

Likewise, lay persons May serve as diocesan NOtaries (cann 

482, §3; 483, §1).4 Likewise, a lay Person, if in POssession of 

at least a licentiate in Canon law, can be app 

ina collegiate trib 


auditors (can, 1428, §2), 
as Ponens or relator (c 


-—_———— 


” Communicationes 14 (1982), 177. 
*' In cases which could invo 


be a priest (can. 483, §2). 


> 


Ive the reputation of a Priest, the notary must 
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, they 
e bond (can. 1435). nace ane ane 
1430) of de parish councils an — phe 
can also be na senses (can. a7) wnent ons as adminis- 
parish finance po dinary can appoint lay Persons (can. 1279, 
of priests, the ‘ iutidical persons subject as d to represent 
trators of public a may also be designate seaenbianil 
§2). a as a delegate ot papain ; . . 
ne a agence or meetings (can. 363, §2). 
counchs, 


7.3 SANCTIFYING OFFICE 


chificandi 

1 indicates that the Church fulfils ed litargy ah 

Can. ee 4, : sffice) in a special way in the arta Gan. 835 

Pee of the priestly office of Jesus ith munus sanchfi- 

— ribes several functions — cnt particular- 

sans y pr ee shared hierarchically in the ie and Chris- 

_ pees oy iests and deacons ad normam 1 e mentioned, 

Sa eee Bes do (in his/her own way). As ¥ the faithful 

tian faithful sxo 70 m and common priesthoo i. in munus 
by virtue . ; he rm liturgical celebration and s 

can participate 
sancificands 


- 861, §2 al- 
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female altar ion vl Worship and wir Conferences that each 
the Congregation sidents of Episcop ent on the matter 1n 
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his own diocese.* In accordance with 

a fe petson can be committed as an ee 
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the word of God in the liturgical assembly. According- 
ly, he is to proclaim the readings from sacred Scripture, 
except for the gospel in the Mass and other sacred cel- 
ebrations; he is to recite the psalm between the reading 
when there is no psalmist; he is to present the intentions 
for the general intercession in the absence of a deacon or 
cantor; he is to direct the singing and the participation by 
the faithful; he is to instruct the faithful for the worthy 
nts. He may also, insofar as may 
be necessary, take care of preparing other faithful who 
are appointed on a temporary basis to read the Scriptures 
in liturgical celebrations. That he may more fittingly and 
perfectly fulfil these functions, he is to meditate assidu- 
ously on sacted Scripture. Aware of the office he has un- 
dertaken, the reader is to make every effort and employ 


suitable means to acquire that increasingly warm and liv- 


ing love and knowledge of Scripture that will make him 


a more perfect disciple of the Lord.” 


reception of the sacrame 


r, whether woman Of man, who is in- 
r, comprises the proclamation of the 
liturgy and the preparation of 
worthy manner, i.€., 


The ministry of the lecto 
stituted in a stable manne 
word of God, animation of the 
the faithful to receive the Sacrament in a 





Letter, Ministeria Quaedam, (15 August 1972), 532, 


munus, quod est ei proprium, legendi in coetu 


in Missa et in aliis sacris actionibus, lectiones 
proferat; deficiente psalmista, 


45 Paul VI, Apostolic 
no. 5: “Lector instituitur ad 
liturgico verbum Dei. Quapropter 
(non autem Evangelium) e Sacra Scriptura 
psalmum inter lectiones recitet, intentiones orationis universalis enuntiet, 
ubi diaconus vel cantor praesto non sint; cantum moderetur et populi fidelis 
participationem dirigat; fideles ad Sacramenta digne recipienda instituat. Poterit 
quoque — quatenus opus sit — praeparationem curare aliorum fidelium, qui 
ex temporanea deputatione in actionibus liturgicis Sacram Scripturam legant. 
Quo autem aptius atque perfectius hisce muneribus fungatur, Sacras Scripturas 
editetur. Lector suscepti officii conscius, omni ope contendat atque 


assidue Mm | Officl COnSCR 
apta subsidia adhibeat, quo plenius in dies sibi acqu t suavem et vivum 
Sacrae Scripturac affectum 7 atque cognitionem, quibus perfectior fiat Domini 
discipulus.” 
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the catechetical formation, Therefore, the Stable minis. . 
not confined solely to liturgical celebrations. for ite? : 
1S part of the ministry of the lector to Proclaim the Word of 
God, to provide Catechetical instruction and tO prepare the 
faithful for the Teception of the Sacraments 
8.2 Duties of THE STABLy INsTITUTED ACOLYTE 
The motu Proprio Minister; Quaedary very clearly expounds 
the duties and obligations of the acolyte, No 6 ni 
Quaedam states: 


Parr 
“SL. Sabb 


Costituiti popolo dj Dio Commento 

iri ico Ij ; ; Codice dj 
Diritto Canonico libro Il, parte I (Vatican City: Urbani ‘ina 

2000), 70. ” 


The Amendment in Can. 230, §1 


113 


e y i imilar duties in 
dles of b performing other simila 

the cafi 

of 


47 
gical celebrations. 
jitur 


ises the service at 
: lyte comprises 
inistry of aco istti ommunion 
The stable “ . can be called to — c abi 
the altar. The aco ty minister before the other lay p 
ordina 
like an extra 


dinary 
i lyte is the extraor | 
iar situations, the aco dan 
nme puree and can be nage ale — 
rage ion to expose and repose the en 
we aasieinasletel (can. 943) or can ev 
withou D 
“i have a special care for the sick 
e 


8.3 
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72): 332 
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‘nisteria Quaedam (15 + ministret. Eius 
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*’ Paul VI, a lent a ut Diaconum adiuvet ac iatlopiaalad in liturgicts 
ee ieee eter ciirar e, Diacono atque : eons praeterea, qua mg 
pichaieenaplbocen ; ain Missae celebratione; aaiaae. quoties ministn, de 
actionibus, praesertim i tam Communionem distn valetudinem, provectam 
extraordinarii, est 7c desunt vel propter SS ae aut quoties ee 
quibus in can. 5 a aan ministerium ump ens est, ut Missae cele oy st 
aetatem vel aliud pas accedentium tam ing tis ei mandari licebit, 
fidelium ad Sacram Mensam extraordinariis adiunc blice exponat ac postea 
nimis protrahatur. lisdem ae fidelium adoration! pu 
— ramen 
SS. Eucharistiae Sac 


€ u. 


i missale, cru 
i 1 Oo itulantur, 


: : articipet, 
; dies pietate p te 
: SS. Eucharistiam Sai caine Acolythus, servitio 
dignius exsequetur, si e altiorem cognitionem , ad publicum cultum por 
rl cone enutriatur wre tinatus, ea omnia, sae m sensum percipere stu ee ’ 
el ‘ari modo des Rigs irituale ; verentia 
ari m intimum et sp vitate et re : 
altaris pecult t, eorumque in atque omnibus gra ulum Dei, 
inent, discat, offerat Deo atqu mysticum seu pop 
a cotidie sé vis wet6, necnon Christi corpus my 
it in tem 
exemplo s 
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C. Izzi, La 
tee eae  Parlecipazi 
ministeri liturgici ] pazione del fedele laico al ‘munus 
Sanctificandi’: J 


49 : aicali (Rome: alae 
adng, potifcale Romanum ©: Pontificia Universita Lateran 
sione inter candidatos © institutione lectorum et ense, 2001), 99. 
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e ministries the hierarchical authorization 


tion to exercise thes 
any entitlement to financial remu- 


rm given,” without giving 
neration or support. 

8.4 REQUIREMENTS PRESCRIBED BY THE CONFERENCE OF 
CaTHOLIC BISHOPS OF INDIA 

the Bishops’ Conference to outline 
the appropriate criteria for the discernment and prepara- 
tion of men and women candidates for these two ministries 


(can. 230, §1). The episcopal conference must prescribe the 
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The requirements for the conferral of the stable ministry 


of lector and acolyte are: 
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age, 
2. They should have the neede 


consecrated saying the formula of the rite after which the new acolyte, or 
in the event of many, some of the new acolytes, present the patens with the 
bread and the chalice with wine during the offering of the gifts. For further 
details, such as the formulae of the rite and others, cf. Pontifical Romanum, 
De institutione lectorum et acolythorum. De admissione inter candidatos ad 
Diaconatum et Presbyteratum, De sacro caelibatu amplectendo, nos. 3-8, 19- 
24; For the English transl. of the rites, cf. International Commission on English 


in the Liturgy, Ceremonial of Bishops (Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 1989), 
” gs Applied to the Laity in the 


years of 


d human maturity, 
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9 WOMEN INCLUDED ONLY IN NON- 
ORDAINED MINISTRIES 


The inclusion of women in the ministries of lector and ac- 
olyte is to be very clearly understood. The relaxation of the 
reservation to men applies only to the non-ordained minis- 
tries and not to the ordained ministry, i.e., priesthood. The 
position of the Church regarding non-admission of women 
to the priesthood continues to be valid. With regard to the 
ordained ministries, the Holy Father Pope Francis, in his 
letter,°° published with the motu proprio Spiritus Domini, to 
Cardinal Ladaria, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doc- 
trine of Faith, quoted his predecessor Saint John Paul II who 
said that the Church “does not consider herself authorized 
to admit women to priestly ordination.” Therefore, the in- 





T.J. Green (eds), New Commentary on the Code of Canon Law (Bangalore: 
Theological Publications in India, 2000), 300. 
5 T,’Osservatore Romano, No. 3, 15 January 2021, 5-6. 
6 John Paul II, Apostolic Letter, Ordinatio sacerdotalis (22 May 1994), 
in AAS 86 (1994): 545-548; English transl. in Origins 24 (1994-1995): 49- 
52: “Quae quidem Declaratio huius doctrinae rationes fundamentales, a Paulo 
VI propositas, repetit et explicat, atque concludit Ecclesiam auctoritatem 
sibi non agnoscere admittendi mulieres ad sacerdotalem ordinationem;” Cf. 
Congregation for Doctrine of Faith, Declaration Regarding the Question 
of Admission of Women to Ministerial Priesthood (15 October 1976) in AAS 
69 (1977): 98-116; Paul VI, Rescriptum ad litteras Suae Gratiae Rev.mi 
Doctoris F.D. Googan, Archiepiscopi Cantuariensis, De sacerdotali mulierum 
ministerio (30 November 1975) in AAS 68 (1976): 599-600: “Ipsa retinet 
non esse admittendam ordinationem mulierum ad sacerdotium ob rationes 
fundamentales. Quae rationes complectuntur: exemplum Christi in Sacra 
Scriptura memoratum, qui tantummodo inter viros elegit suos Apostolos; 
constantem Ecclesiae usum, quae Christum imitata est in solis viris eligendis; 
elusque vivum magisterium, quod congruenter statuit mulierum exclusionem 
a sacerdotio convenire cum consilio Dei pro sua Ecclesia.” English transl. 
“She holds that it is not admissible to ordain women to the priesthood for 
very fundamental reasons. These reasons include: the example recorded in the 
Sacred Scriptures of Christ choosing his Apostles only from among men; the 
constant practice of the Church, which has imitated Christ in choosing only 
men; and her living teaching authority which has consistently held that the 
exclusion of women from the priesthood is in accordance with the God's plan 
for his Church.” 
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